
preface. 

jhould find, or chance fhould offer it, in the boundlcfs chaos of a living fpeech. Mv fearch 
has been either Iknfnl or lucky j for I have much augmented the vocabulary. ^ J 

As my defign was a dictionary, common or appellative, I have omitted all words whirl, i 

:: ,? rr namesi fi : ch as AAan ' w/ ^> cm ^ mu**** t ave 

retained thole ol a more general nature, as Heathen , Pagan. ' ' * but bav e 

Ot the terms of art I have received fuch as could be found either in books of fcience or , 

cnWbvTf* l“ ld ?K Ve - ° ften infer ^d,trom philofophical writers, words which are fupported oerh ^ 
only by a Angle authority, and which being not admitted into general ufe, fond vct U r . 1t f T- f’ V 

probationers, and muff depend for their adoption on the fuffrage of futurity. ^ " ‘ Jl ^ ates or 

The words which our authours have introduced by their knowledge of foreign lamma^ „ • 

^ va . mt y or wantonnefs > by compliance with faflfion, or luff of innovation 7?°°“ 
regift red as they occurred, though commonly only to cenl'ure them, and warn others againft ffie fT 
of naturalizing ufelefs foreigners to the injury of the natives. “ tbe 

I have not rejeded any by defign, merely becaufe they were unneceffary or exiiheranf u * t ' 

y d,ffercm writcrs have becn d “ y formed ’ as and 

Compounded or double words I have fcldom noted, except when tliey obtain a fisrnification different f 
that which the components have in their fimple (late. Thus higfaymtm, Jtdman and h r fo* 
reqrure an explication; but a i McJHh or cmMher no notice was needed, becaufe *e primlt 

the meaning of die compounds. ^ primitives contain 

Words arbitrarily formed by a content and fettled analogy, like diminutive adiedivr* ;n . 
bluijh, adverbs in ly, as dully , openly , fubfontives in nefs, as vilenefs faultin is were 'eft YY^'' & reem jh x 
and many fometimes have been omitted, when I had no uth^ Z ^3,“ infofo 7 ^ 

being always tile fame, their ftgnifcation cannot be mifiaken. hc P nlrJtlve 

or pk^Sy mXtShc tnfe nQM 

have therefore a plural number, as dwelling, livfng or have aifatffollr7 r 5 a *? 10nS ’ and 

colouring, painting] learning. S ' ° haVC “ Mol[itC and abftraft %niiication, as 

The participles are likewife omitted, unlefs, by fignifyin^ r-tlicr n Ufl li f «e 
the nature of adjeflives ; as a thinking man, a man p^udenc? - a pacL horf> ^hr "fT* t ley ^ 
tilde I have ventured to call participial adjetiives ? But neithe/ ar/tb hor f e t bat can pace: 

they are commonly to be underftood, without any danger of miftake,' bySuhi^h^b ’ ^ 

wttauT^Sretd. ** f ° U " d or when they have any 

reptr ft ftr^i «or a s ‘ZJ’/ ^ - make fume 

as they are, might be multiplied J“f “"T* 

ianguage and modes of our combination amply difeovered. 7 1 h d * and the frame of our 

Of fome forms of compofition, fuch as that by which re is nrefixed fn A , v . 

mfy contrariety or privation, all the examples cannot be accumulated bc-im C f 

if not wholly arbitrary, is fo little limited, that they are hourly affi l! “ fc ° f th / fe P art ^ lcs * 

or is imagined to require them. ' ^ ‘ bxtd t0 new W01 as occafion requires, 

There is another kind of compofition more frennpnt in . i i 

from which arifes to foreigners the greateft difficult^ w Ui 3an g ua g e than perils in any other, 
a particle fubjoined 5 as to *cme of S etape t fei ^ h ^ thn of man 7 verbs by 

fit of, to embellifh ; to Jet in, to begina conhnual £**2* to 

takeoff, to copy; with innumerable exprelEons of the fame b ^ n & C ° Urfe ? r journey s to 

being fo far diftant from the fenfe of the’ Se wordV^ \ h^nn^ 5 

which thevarrived at the prefent ufe Thci, II ’ . i \ 0 3 S nat y will be able to trace the Heps by 
myfelf that the colleflioiOs c omp ete I be care; »"< *ough I cannot f attef 

d kind of SS td a ;wt h - h f ud T of u our ***** that 

chance omitted, will be eafdy explained by compels with thofef ^"rmy U found! and ^ 

ASteSfiSSWfflS ^ or the contraded 
the works of lexicographers W dil l h^e lfX^v h « -y book but 

many I have infened, becaufe they may perhaps exift, thou/f y^e efcfp ft af 

however, 
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/• i /)• i „ nrvffin the credit of former did ion a n e s • Others, w^hich I 
lwwever, to be yet confidcred as reftmg o y 1 prefent fupport them by authorities, 

confidered as ufefid, or know to be proper ho “g'’ /.“J t f fame privilege with my predeceffors of 
I have fuffered to rtand upon my own atteftation, claiming the lame privilege If 

being fometimes credited without proof* 

The words thus felefted and difpofed, are grammatically confidered : they are referred to the di&rent 

The words, tnus l : j arlv i n fl e aed, through their various terminations ; and il- 

fuftffbTfervTtion's, not indeed'of grea? or ftriking importance, feparately confidered, but oeceflary 
lo thfilfdafion of ot,; ianguage, and°hitherto neglcded or forgotten by Enghjh grammarians. 

That oart of my work on which I exped malignity moil frequently to fallen is the Exphnatim , 
in which* 1 cannot hope to fatisfv thofe, who are perhaps not inclined to be plealed, once 1 hue not 
id wavs been able to iatisfy myfelf. To interpret a language by itlelt is very difiicult ; many words 
cannot be explained by lynonimes, becaufe the idea fignified by them has not more than 
one appellation ; nor bv paraphrafe, becaufe fimple ideas cannot be delcribed. When the nature 
of things is unknown, or the notion unfettled and indefimte, and various m various minds, the words 
by which inch notions are conveyed, or fuch things denoted, will be ambiguous and perplexed. And 
filch is the fate of haplefs lexicography, that not only darknefs, but light, impedes and diftrcffes it 
things may be not only too little, but too much known, to be happily llluftrated. To explain, requires 
the ufe of terms I efs abftrufe than that which is to be explained, and luch terms cannot always be 
found; for as nothing can be proved but by fuppofing fdmething intuitively known, and evident 
without proof, fo nothing can be defined but by the uie of woids too plain to admit a definition* 

Other words there are, of which the fenfe is too fit b tie and evanefeent to be fixed in a paraphrafe j 
fuch are all thofe which are by the grammarians termed exptettves, and, iii dead languages, are (uffeicd 
to pals ior empty founds, of no other ufe than to fill a verle, or to modulate a pciiod, !’s.;t winch aiC 
eafily perceived in living tongues to have power and emphafis, though it be fometimes fuch as no 
other form of expreflion can convey. 

My labour has likewife been much increafed by a clafs of verbs too frequent in the Englijh language, 
of which the fignification is fo loofe and general, the ufe fo vague and indeterminate, and the 
fenfes detorted fo widely from the firfl idea, that it is hard to trace them through the maze of varia- 
tion, to catch them on the brink of utter inanity, to eircumfcribe them by any limitations, or interpret 
them by any words of diflinft and fettled meaning : iuch are bear, break , come, caji , full, get , give, 
do, put, fet > go, run, make , take , turn , threw . If of thefe the whole power is not accurately delivered, 
it muft be remembered, that while our language is yet living, and variable by the caprice of every one that 
fpeaks it, thefe words are hourly fluffing their relations, and can no more be afeertained in a dictionary, 
than a grove, in the agitation of a form, can be accurately delineated from its picture in the water. 

The particles are among all nations applied with fo great latitude, that they are not eafily reducible 
under any regular fell e me of explication : this difficulty is not lefs, nor perhaps greater, in Englijh , 
than in other languages. 1 have laboured them with diligence, I hope with fuccefs ; fuch at leaf! as 
can be expected in a talk, which no man, however learned or fagacious, has yet been able to perform. 

Some words there are which I cannot explain, becaufe I do not underftand them ; thefe might have 

been omitted very often with little inconvenience, but I would not fo far indulge my vanity as to decline 

this confeffion : ior when fully owns himfelf ignorant whether lefs, in the twelve tables, means a 

funeral fong, or mourning garment ; and Arijhtle doubts whether ofm, in the Iliad, fignifies a mule, 

or muleteer, I may freely, without flume, leave fome obfeurities to happier induftry, or future 
information. 

The rigour of interpretative lexicography requires that the explanation, and the word explained, timid 
oe always reciprocal ; this I have always endeavoured, but could not always attain. Words are feldom 
exactly lynonimous ; a new term was not introduced, but becaufe the former was thought inadequate : 
names, t eiefore, have often many ideas, but few ideas have many names. It was then necellary 
o uie the proximate word, for the deficiency of fingle terms can very feldom be fupplied by circum- 

° C fUCh mmaaKd *» -y eafily 

In every word of extenfive ufe,- it was requifite to mark the progrefs of its meaning and fhnw hr 
felfiof S.V P i mtC f rmediate «="<* “ hls Uom its primitive 8 , o its remote and fc'ddentdXni- 

which foUows = and the feri “ ^ 

M -t tt ■ v bc ?i o tr™’ that the p- 

other. When the radical idea branches out il - “* ? 0uld be ran § ed befo ^ the 

be formed of fenfes in their nature collareral ? T v? o' a rar ^ ltlLatKy!]S » how can a confecutive feries 

into each other ; fo that though on one Ade t U J^ nin S f °metimes pals imperceptibly 

point of comaa. Ideas of th? fame race tbouo-h .wT'ffl 7 ytt ? 15 im P offible to mark the 

s * its. 
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